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Hello, Friend! As we head into the 2019 holiday season, I am so grateful to look back on

Betsyann Wilson
Executive Director

five years of NPC Friends and Family! Since the fall semester of 2014, we have awarded
over $177,000.00 in scholarships to the students of Northland Pioneer College. In addition
to providing at least two need-based $500.00 scholarships at every one of NPC’s nine
locations every semester, we manage and administer over a dozen named, endowed and
memorial scholarships. I am thankful for an engaged and attentive board, an involved and
supportive college family, a wonderful group of dedicated and reliable volunteers and a
growing number of incredible, generous donors. But more than anything, I am thankful
for the students of Northland Pioneer College. I stand in awe of their undertakings and
their accomplishments and of all they achieve in spite of all the barriers – and there are
many – that stand in their way. They believe in the power of a college education to help
them break the cycle of poverty and make a better life for themselves and their families.
They inspire me every day to work on their behalf. I am so grateful to you for helping me
to help them succeed, and I love to share their stories with you. Thanks to you for making
these stories of inspiration, endurance, dedication, perseverance and achievement possible.
All the very best to you and yours for a joyous holiday season and a happy, healthy and
prosperous new year!

HOW TO CHANGE LIVES
In early May of 2019, Erin Cordova-Talasek was
overjoyed to learn she had been accepted into Northland
Pioneer College’s Nursing program. A Certified Nursing
Assistant, she had long aspired to become a nurse. She
submitted a scholarship application to NPC Friends and
Family in which she wrote movingly of the role nurses
play in the community, not only in providing health care,
but in lending their wisdom to community education,
caring for our children in schools, celebrating births,
mourning deaths and offering compassion and care in
times of difficulty. Erin gave examples of how nurses
had touched her life in all of these ways and why they so
inspired her to join them.
Erin really needed that scholarship. She was a single
mom raising eight children. Three of them came under
her care after the untimely death of her sister. As much as

Erin dreamed of getting into the nursing program, she
was faced with figuring out a way to pay for it. Not only
the tuition, books and course fees, but all the ancillary
things nursing students need: a stethoscope, scrubs,
study guides, shoes…it all seemed frighteningly out of
reach. Her essay was beautifully written, and her grades
and recommendations were strong. Including Erin’s,
NPC Friends and Family received 17 applications for
five scholarships in May of 2019. They were assessed by
a review committee. Erin’s scored one point out of the
scholarship money.
When I contacted her to let her know the outcome, she
took the news with resiliency and optimism. Not to
worry! She would apply again in the spring. Meanwhile,
she would find other resources. She thanked me for
giving her the opportunity to apply. I felt sick at heart.
Enter a little miracle. In late May, out of the blue,

I received a call from Mr. Mark Duncan of Farmington,
New Mexico. He was born in Taylor and lived there
until the age of 10. His dad’s job at Cholla Power Plant
then transferred the family to northwestern New
Mexico, where Mark has lived ever since. He and his
wife Becky are now returning to the White Mountain
area to open a series of Beehive® Assisted Living
Homes. They wanted to provide two $1,000 Nursing
scholarships to Northland Pioneer College. They had
already given two other scholarships to seniors at
Snowflake High School, and now they wanted to focus
on women in NPC’s nursing program.
You see, since she was young, Becky Duncan dreamed
of becoming a nurse. She and Mark were married and he
entered medical school. Soon thereafter, babies started
coming. Together, Mark and Becky raised four children.
Two of them are nurses. Finally, as an empty-nester at
the age of 50, Becky took her chance. She was accepted
into nursing school in New Mexico. It was tough –
academically, physically and emotionally – and it was
sometimes hard being the oldest person in her class.
Still, she loved it, and she became close to her fellow
students, many who called her “Mom”.
When Becky realized her dream and graduated with her
degree, she told Mark she wanted to give back to the
profession she had long aspired to. She had met so many
women in her nursing program who didn’t have the
financial and moral support of their families, who went
back to school later in life, without a safety net, often
with kids and elders to provide for. Some of them didn’t
succeed. Becky wanted to make a difference in the lives
of women like them, so she and Mark decided to offer
scholarships. Since the White Mountains will once again
be their home, they chose to offer them to students here.
They wanted to be able to help select the winners, to
find students like those whose struggles Becky had
witnessed. I removed all names and identifiers from
the May 2019 applications, and sent them the essays of
the applicants of the NPC Friends and Family Nursing
Scholarship who were not successful. Mark and Becky
considered them carefully and chose two students from
that group. One of them was Erin.
Mark came to my office in person to meet me and bring
me their scholarship check. I tried to convey to him
what a huge difference he and Becky were making to
these women, who would be starting their first semester
of nursing school in a few short weeks worried about
whether they could find the means of getting all the
books and supplies they needed. I told him we could
call the scholarship winners together, so he could
speak with them. With tears in his eyes he laughed and
demurred. He left for New Mexico; I called Erin.

The letter Erin wrote to Mark and Becky Duncan tells the story.

Dear Dr. and Mrs. Duncan,

I am writing to express my deepest gratitude. I was driving
home last week, when I received a phone call from Betsyann
Wilson. She proceeded to inform me that I had been chosen
as a recipient of a new scholarship. My heart was beating so
loud as I fought back tears. She continued to tell me the story
of your family. How the Beehive scholarship came to fruition,
and your future plans for bringing special care to so many
families in this area. Now realizing the wonderful blessing
of having financial help for my own future endeavors, it
quickly mixed with my past sweet memories of doing my CNA
clinicals at the Round Valley Beehive Home. I am so honored
to have been awarded this gift and to represent a wonderful
and caring facility!! It means so much to know Becky’s story
of dedication and perseverance, and to not give up on who she
dreamed of becoming. It’s scary when I’m old enough to be
everyone’s Mom in my classes, but what an opportunity it is
to live life with no set limitations. I love it! Becky is my hero.
A perfect example I will choose to follow and strive to become.
Erin looks forward to the day she can thank Mark and
Becky in person. Erin’s daughter is pursuing studies to
become a Certified Nursing Assistant, and like her mom,
she will complete her clinicals at the Beehive Home in
Round Valley.
Scholarships change lives. For students like ours at NPC,
they are so much more than money. They are validation
of all the hard work and sacrifice that goes into a degree
like nursing. And they don’t just change the lives of the
students who receive them. Through their kindness,
Mark and Becky Duncan have transformed Erin’s life
and the lives of Erin’s children, her peers in the nursing
program and even her future patients. Scholarships are
the ultimate expression of kindness, and kindness is a
pay-it-forward gift that keeps on giving.

ERIN TALASEK
Spotlight Student
Erin Cordova-Talasek, a first-year
nursing student at Northland
Pioneer College’s White Mountain
Campus in Show Low, is working
hard to realize a dream that
grew out of a profound respect
for nurses, a respect that was
developed through a series of
personal life experiences. Erin
shared her diverse perspectives
about nurses and the nursing
profession in her scholarship
application essay in May 2019:
Nurses nurture new life and
relationships:
Starting out as a new young mother,
I remember the warm hands and
calmness nurses brought to my
hospital bedside. As I awoke from an
unplanned cesarean section, it was
a nurse who introduced me to my
healthy newborn daughter. I cried like
a baby.
Nurses provide education and
respect diversity:
Raising my five young children in
a rural community with limited
resources and income, how grateful I
was for my local Health Department
who provided education and
teachings available at little to no cost.
I pondered emotional topics such as
vaccinations and early intervention
resources for my youngest son, who
had been diagnosed with Autism.
Their patience and understanding
displayed a respect for cultural
uniqueness.
Nurses value every life, sharing
skilled care and heartfelt
compassion, not only with
patients, but their loved ones too:

I remember sitting at the hospital
bedside of my Dad, singing to him as
he took his last valiant breath against
pancreatic cancer. I witnessed nurses
caring for him, for all my family.
Their expertise in critical care and
gentle hands flowed into tears and
compassionate hugs. Their small
acts of kindness left an impact on a
devastated family. I also often think
about the nurses and doctors that
refused to give up administering
CPR to a 36 year-old mother of three
young children. She lost her life to
the fatal effects of opioid abuse. The
unwavering effort and skilled care of
doctors and nurses could not reverse
the damage already done. But they
still made a difference to all those she
left, mourning her loss. They believed
her life was worth it too. Her name
was Emily. She was my sister.
My goal of choosing a life path in the
healthcare
field is the
result of a
personal
labor of
love and
sacrifice.
After my
sister died,
I realized
how much
of my own
life I took
for granted.
I wanted
to make a
difference
and help
others who
were also
struggling.
In 2015,
along with
my family’s
love and
support, I
adopted my
sister’s three

kids. A newly single mom, with now
eight kids watching my example, I
began the journey of attending college
to earn my AAS degree in Nursing.
It will probably come as no
surprise that Erin is excelling
in her first semester in the
NPC Nursing program. Her
instructor notes that she is
caring, compassionate, makes
good grades and interacts well
with classmates, clinical staff
and patients. She was also
elected to serve as the class
representative, which is a very
important position. The role
of the class rep is to attend
every faculty meeting, bringing
student recommendations and
concerns to the attention of
faculty and providing students
with information. During the
second year, the class rep also

plans, coordinates and directs
the Nursing program pinning
ceremony.
I can think of no one better
suited to plan her class’s pinning
ceremony – a celebration of
the hard work, perseverance,
dedication and sacrifice it takes
to earn a nursing degree – than
Erin. Like every student who
goes through the NPC Nursing
program, Erin is part of a cohort.
They begin their first semester as
a group of strangers and finish
the two-year program as a family.
Erin exemplifies the concept of
family, and if she had a high
regard for the nursing profession
when she began the program,
it will multiply tenfold as she
progresses toward her degree. It’s
just one of the many reasons Erin
will be an incredible nurse.

DR. JON GRAFF
An Inspiring Update
Our November 2018 newsletter
featured a story about the amazing and inspiring Jon Graff, Ph.D.
Many of you who have corresponded with me throughout the
year have asked about Jon. This
update could well be called, “Truth
is Stranger than Fiction” or “You
Can’t Make This Stuff Up”, but I
think my update will astound –
and inspire – you.
Recall that Jon rode the 2018 Pedal
the Petrified, all 100 kilometers,
with metastatic, terminal cancer.
True to form, he continued to
“bucket list” that year, logging up
several great trips that were rife with
fun and interesting experiences related to all kinds of things Jon likes:
historical, cultural, paleontological,
musical and beautiful.

On the third weekend in August,
Jon rode 11 miles on his bike. Last
weekend, he rode 28 miles. He
always reports to me that the rides
are “incredibly steep – about a 2
percent grade” and “in an enormous headwind, both ways”…his
self-deprecating humor revealing
his frustration that he isn’t riding
his usual 40 or 50 miles and climbing mountains. I have to remind
him that only six months ago he
wasn’t expected to survive his
injuries. I also remind him that I
don’t know many septuagenarians,
let alone anyone recovering from
multiple, critical injuries, let alone
living with cancer, who ride ANYWHERE on a bike at ANY DISTANCE!

As the person who established the
Jon Graff, Ph.D, scholarships at
Northland Pioneer College, Jon is a
special gem. I like to tell his awardees
about him, because like them, he understands perseverance against the
In less than two years, Erin
On April 1, 2019, which, as it turns odds. In fact, I think you will agree
will realize her dream, and the
out was NOT a joke, Jon was riding that he’s really in a class by himself.
nursing profession will welcome
I’ve never known anyone like him.
his bike with a group of friends in
a new member. Erin Talasek will
the Hill Country of Texas when he
nurture new life and relationships,
was struck by truck. He sustained
educate and empower with
grievous, life-threatening injuries,
respect for diversity, and value
including multiple fractures to the
every life, offering her skills
entire left side of his body, a coland heartfelt compassion, not
lapsed lung and a crushed pelvis.
only to her patients, but to their
He spent two weeks in ICU at a
loved ones too. She will be an
hospital in Austin, and another
amazing healer. I am so grateful
three weeks at the same hospital
before he was able to be flown to
for Erin’s family – especially
a rehab facility close to his home
her dad and sister – and all the
in northern California. Although
nurses who led Erin to her career
skilled surgeons were able to perpath, for her NPC faculty and
form surgery to insert pins in his
clinical preceptors and her fellow
pelvis, they were skeptical about
nursing students who will teach
his ability to heal, let alone to ever
and mentor her, and to Mark and
walk again.
Dr. Jon Graff on the right and Sydney Friedenburg
Becky Duncan, whose wonderful
scholarship donation helped Erin
to begin her journey.

The impact of a donation
NPC’s size and affordability allows your
donation to go much further!

What’s covered by an $924 donation?
Covers 2 to 2.5 credits at a large university or institution

Covers 12 credits or one full-time semester at NPC

DOROTHY FISCHER
Spotlight Student
In our July 2018 newsletter, we introduced Claude
Endfield: Northland Pioneer College alumna (from
NPC’s first graduating class in 1974!), lifelong early
childhood educator (with the Head Start program on
the White Mountain Apache Reservation and Navajo
Nation), NPC faculty in Early Childhood Education
for over 30 years, chair of
NPC’s Early Childhood
Education program until
her retirement in 2016, and
NPCFF board member (and
secretary) representing
NPC’s Whiteriver Center.
As a gift to Claude at her
retirement, her former
dean, Dr. Eric Henderson,
and Early Childhood
Development faculty
Betsy Peck established a
scholarship in her name.
Many friends and family
members contributed to
the endowed scholarship,
but an April 2019 gift of
$25,000.00 from the E.
Blos du Bois Foundation
secured its permanence and
provided sufficient return
for the first scholarship to
be awarded for the Fall
2019 semester.

she successfully completed in the 2018-19 school year.
Going through a separation that complicated and held
up her financial aid, Dorothy was faced with caring for
her two young children while continuing to work toward
her degree. She also struggled with health problems
related to Celiac Disease, which she has suffered with for
many years. Then in summer 2018, Dorothy was able to
work with Claude again, and Claude encouraged her to
complete her degree. Dorothy works full-time at Head
Start, and also works a part-time job, in addition to her
college classes. Her supervisor at Show Low Head Start
says, “Dorothy is hardworking and continues to
learn as much as she can
about Early Childhood
Development, and she
uses her knowledge in
the classroom.”

As her perennial mentor,
Claude, notes, “It is
evident that she enjoys
working with children
and their families.”
Indeed, Dorothy is
beginning her career
in Early Childhood
Education much as
Claude began hers. The
role of an educator of
very young children is
so critically important.
These early teachers
not only build the
foundation for a child’s
success with reading,
writing and math, they
shape attitudes about
We are pleased to introduce
learning and school that
Dorothy Fischer of
take the child through
Lakeside, the very first
winner of the Claude Millet
Dorothy Fischer on the left and Claude Endfield life. Dorothy Fischer
understands this, and it
Endfield Early Childhood
guides her in her everyday work with Head Start, just as
Development Scholarship. Dorothy began working
it will guide her in her career – and the young children of
as a volunteer with the Head Start program in Show
northeastern Arizona will be the greatest beneficiaries.
Low in 2015 and fell in love with working with young
children. She was hired by the program in 2016. The
experience led her to pursue the nationally recognized
Dorothy Fischer of Lakeside, the
Child Development Associate (CDA) credential from
very first winner of the Claude
NPC. Through her classes, she met Claude, whom she
says was “my mentor and an unbelievable help with my
Millet Endfield Early Childhood
classes.” After her 2016 retirement, Claude continued to
Development Scholarship
help Dorothy prepare for her CDA assessment, which

Make a Difference – Donate Today!
NPC students are succeeding in spite of all the odds. Many are the first generation in their families to attend college. Lots of adults are coming back to
school while coping with the responsibilities of caring for children or elderly parents. Most have incredible financial need and they succeed because of
the scholarships made possible, and sustained, by generous people like you!

YES! I want to donate to NPC Friends and Family and help support NPC student scholarships.
Tax deductible donations can be made online via credit/debit card at www.npcfriendsfamily.org by clicking the “donate” button.
Donations can also be made by using this form and the included postage-paid return envelope. Make your check or money order payable to NPC Friends
and Family. THANK YOU!

Please add my gift of $

to the following:

☐

Jon Graff, Ph.D Fund – Provides scholarships for NPC students who are university bound, career bound (enrolled in Career

☐

Jeanne Swarthout, Ph.D, Presidential Excellence Scholarship – For degree-seeking students with a GPA of 3.5 at

☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐

Martia A. Smith Memorial Art Scholarship – For all full-time, degree-seeking students
Pres Winslow Memorial Scholarship – For high school graduates enrolled at NPC
Claude Millet Endfield Early Childhood Development Scholarship – For degree-seeking students in the ECD program
Charles E. Lisitzky Memorial Scholarship – For Native American students
VAL 153 Memorial Scholarship – For women in Fire Science and Paramedicine (EMT) programs
Eagle Fund – Unrestricted scholarships for students in greatest financial need

			

and Technical Education) or college-bound (enrolled in College and Career Prep)

								

the time of application.

What your donation looks like as tuition:
$77 – Provides one credit of tuition
$231 – Provides tuition for one three-credit class
$462 – Provides tuition for one student to attend half-time
$924 – Provides tuition for one student to attend full-time (12 credits)

You can learn more about and also give to NPC Friends and Family at www.npcfriendsfamily.org

Begin a legacy –

Please contact me at:

Help students in need by
starting your own scholarship

(Phone or Email)

Thank you,

so I can discuss how to create an
NPC scholarship fund.

for your continued support and donation.

NPC Friends and Family is a 501(c)(3) organization. All donations are tax deductible.

